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We Claim: 

I . In combination, a vehicle having 

a floor for supporting passengers, 
.a side wall extending upward from said floor, 
a ^passenger seat adjacent said side wall, and 
meatas for securing a wheelchair to said vehicle, 

whereirksaid passenger seat is foldable from a seating position occupying an 
area above said\oor to a folded position that allows said wheelchair to be positioned in 
said area, and 


j. 


said means for\securing f a^wheelchair is fixed to said vehicle and comprises 

\ y i 

means for engaging sard wheelchair and is movable between an operative position 

extending into said area fbr receiving said wheel chair and a second position remote 

. V 

from said area. 
2. A combination according 

mounted to said vehicle for movement between said operative and second positions. 



o claim 1 wherein said means for securing is pivotally 


laihn 2 wHe 


3. A combination according to claim 2 wherein said means for securing comprises an 

1 \ / 

elongate bar having a pivotal connection at an end adjacent said side wall and latch 


means for holding said securing element in said operative position when said latch is 


securing elfement to be moved to said second position 


engaged and for allowing sa\c 
when said latch means is disengaged. 

4. A combination according to claim 3 wherein &^id latch means comprises a vertically 
movable pin and a recess for receiving said pin. 

5. A combination according to claim 4 wherein said tecess comprises a securing plate 
having an opening for receiving said pin, enclosure means beneath said securing plate 
forming a cavity for receiving a tip of said pin and for preventing debris from impacting 
said securing plate and pin from below said plate, and a flexible seal covering said plate 
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for preventing debris frohi impacting said securing plate and pin from above said 
securing plate, and a pivorally mounted cover plate covering said flexible seal. 

"©^Acombination acxxDrding^ta claim 1 further comprising second means for securing a 
wheeTbhair to a vehicle, whsreiir said second means for securing is spaced from said 
means for secunhg-and composes) means for engaging a said wheelchair, whereby said 
means for engaging on saidTipe^ns for securing are adapted to engage one end of a 
said wheelchair and said means\for engaging on said second means for securing are 
adapted to engage an opposite end of said wheeled 

^"-A-ctOTfematfa^^ to claim a wheretn>said secon d means foii <uscHring-i5rfiYgf 

to said vehicle for continuously extending into said area. 

8. In combination, 

a vehicle having an area for receiving a wheelchair, and 

means for securing/a wheelchair in said area to^gaid /vehicle, wherein said 


means for securing is fixed to said vehicle, and comprises a movable element having 
means thereon for engaging a portion of saWwheelchair in/said area, said movable 
element being movable with\ respect tO/Said\ vehicle between an operating position 
wherein said means for engaging isjdcated relative 


/ 


area to allow said means for 


engaging to be attached to sack portion of said wheelchair and a storage position 
wherein said means for engaging is located relative to said area to be remote from said 
portion of said wheelefiair. 

/ 

9. A combination according to claim 8 wherein said means for securing is mounted 
for rotational motion with respect to said vehicle. 


10. /k combination according to claim 9 wherein said means for securing is mounted 
fo^pivotal motion about a horizontal axis. 

A combination according to claim 9 where said means for securing is mounted 
motion about a vertical axis. 
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a tion according to daimjSjAriifi^^ m o on s f or s o e u ring i s mount e d 
for linear motion with respect to said vehicle. 

13. A combination according to claim 8 wherein said means for engaging comppi§es 
a housing attached to said means for securing and a strap adjustably receivejnn said 
housing. 

14. A combination according to claim 13 wherein said, means for/§ecuring^further 
comprises a stationary element attached to said vehicle in a fixedyfiosition with respect 
to said area. 



^ wherein said stationary element is attached 


15. A combination according to claim 

to said movable element(§nd[has means for^ngaging s^id wheelchair thereon 

16. A combination accordirig to claim 14 wheTfein said movable4lement is at one end 
of said area and said stationaiVvelement is at grf opposite end qf said area. 

17. A combination according to^claim 16'wherefci saidlifea comprises a first area for 
receiving a first wheelchair and a second area longitudinally aligned with said first area 
for receiving a second wheelchair/and ^ujjripyable element is located between said 
first area and said second area. 

18. A combination according to claim 17 wherein said means for securing further 
comprises a forward m^/able element having means thereon for engaging a portion of 
said second wheelchair in said second area, said forward movable element being 
movable with respect to said vehicle between an operating position wherein said means 
for engaging ^located relative to said second area to allow said means for engaging to 
be attachedyto said portion of said second wheelchair and a storage position wherein 
said means for engaging is located relative to said second area to be remote from said 
portion qt said second wheelchair. 

19. /a combination according to claim 14 wherein said stationary element comprises 
a first stationary element attached to said movable element at one end of said area and 
it^ecoTKfsfationary element at an opposite enduf s aid a iea: 


13 


Patent 60578-0048 


20: A r^mhin ^trmw a r rnrHirir| tn-nlaim fl fi i rthnr rpmr^ p ri< ^ftfpk>teb-^ fnr holdin g 

said movable securing element in said operative position when said latchjs-engaged 
and for allowing said movable secullng^iem^nt to be moved Jp^srt^^rage position 
when said latch means is disengaged. 

21. A combination according \to claim ^O^vh^rein said latctj/means comprises a 
vertically movable pin and a recess 

22. A combination accgrding to cl&m 21 wherein said recess comprises a securing 
plate having an opening for receiving said pin, enclosure means beneath said securing 
plate forming^i cavity for receiving a tip of said pin and for preventing debris from 
impacting said securing plate and pin from below said plate, and a flexible seal covering 

Zdplate for preventing debris from impacting said securing plate and pin from above 
^ d-seeufmg-pterterare mountecTrover plate TO vering -safeUflexibl e^seal. 

f 

Apparatus for securing a wheelchair to a vehicle comprising 



ab; 
an adjustabl 


frap secUned to said bar for engaging said wheelchair, and 



means for mounting s 


respect to said vehicle between an 
to said wheelchair and a storage posi 


b^ar to a vehicle such that said bar may be moved with 
kti 


wheelchair. 


efative position where said strap can be attached 
where said strap is remote from said 


24. Apparatus according to claim 
said bar to said vehicle. 


23 further comprising means for pivotally attaching 


jriethod for attaching a wheelchair to a vehicle comprising: 

providing satckcehicle with\aL jarea fpr receiving said wheelchair, 

providing said vehicle ^h^'eans/for securing said wheelchair in said area to 
said vehicle, wherein said meahs-fOT^ fixed to said vehicle and comprises a 

movable element having means thereon for eng^giqa a portion of said wheelchair in 
said area, said movable element toeing movable withres^ectto said vehicle between 
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an operating position wherein said means for engaging is located relative to said area 
to allow said means for engaging to be attached to said portion of said wheelchair and 
a storage position whereimsaid means for engaging is located relative to said area to 
be remote from said portion of said wheelchair, 

vJJ 

placing said wheelchair in said area, 

moving said movable /element from said storage position to said operating 
position, and 

attaching said means for securing to said wheelchair. 
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